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CHAPIFR t

San Blas

General

San Blas or Mulatupo Arc;hipelago constitutes an autonomous reservation, Kuna
Yala or San Blas Comarca, which administers its own tbrritory and works to
protect its own culture and resources The Kurtas have been very successful in
keeping their original custorns and are unique irr tfreir abil ity to withstand the
economic, social and cultur"al pressures from the otrtside.
Kuna Yala is fornted by 365 islands and a srnall strip of the rnainland between
Obaldia in the SE and l 'orverr i r  in t l re NW, both entry ports.  Only about 50
islands are permanently inhabrted, t lre olhers are used for f ishing, coconut
plantatrons and tour ism. I  arrnrrrg is r leveloped on t l re rnainland.

Brief Hig!91y

The Kutta Indians ntay be t l te last  of  t l te fu l l -b loorJerJ Car ib strain that  in l rabi ted
the Caribbean berore the l ipanish corrcluest
In 1787, af ter  centur ies of  t rouble wrt l r  invaders,  includrng Roman Cathol ic orders,
pirates and would-be sett lers,  Kuna and Spanish author i t ies s igned a t reaty whic l r
brought peace for several years. I rade increased and the Kuna began to
specialize in coconut productron.The population moved closer to ttre Atlantic
coast and the Sarr  Blas archipelago Durir rg th is per iod the Kunas becarne nlore
conscious of ttreir identity and tlreir cullural, social and polit ical organization was
shaped
In the 1800's the women developed their fashiorr with sewn blouses (molas),
trade-clotlt skirts artd plenty of trorrre-made jewelry. Trading visitors were
welcomed but they were not permitted to enter vil lages. This isolation, which
started in the mid-1Btlt cerrtury with a massacre of the French settlers, remained
intact unti l the early 1900's
During this period their old traditions grew anrd family, household, rituals and
senionty became more irlportant. Daily l i fe was run by a series of "iset" or f irm
rules. Tlre "nele" (shatnan) ruled over Kuna's destirry through lris wisdorn while
the "sai la" and the "arkal"  (chief  an<l  r :h iefs spokesrnan) governed comrnuni t ies
It was dunng this period tlrat t lre "onrnakket" (gattrering) also called "congress"

became important and dertrocratized tlre socrety
In 1903 Panama got r ts t r rdeperrderrr ;e f rorrr  Colornbia.  Relat ions wi th lhe newly
born nation were not at t ltetr best irr the beginning The Kunas felt abandoned
and many is lands cont inuerd to be loyal  to Colornbia urr t i l  1g17
In 1915 Panama elected a governor or "intendente" rn Porvenir lo represerrt the
Government. lt was tlte Lregrrrrring of a lorrg senes of deep colrfl icls wilr 1re
Govemnrent police culnrrttatirrg in 1923 24 with serious disputes between
modernists and tradi t ionalrsts orr  t l te rs lancis of  Narganâ and Corazôn de Jes[rs



I
On February 21, 1925, the Kuna were lrelped in their rebellron by a Canadian
adventurer,  Richard O Marslr ,  and most of  Panama's pol icemen stat ioned in the
area were kil led The Kuna proclaimed the independence of the "Republic 

of
Tule", sancttoned tiy a "cJeclaratiorr of i l tdeperrdence and human rights of the Tule
people of San Blas and Darien". Ttre Parramanian response was immediate and
troops were sent over l"{owever, the u.s. government sent a warship, u.S.S.
Cleveland, to Sarr Blas and prevented what would have been a major repression
of ' t l re Kunas. Tlre republ ic drd rrot  last  long arrc l  on Marclr  4,  téZS t t re Kuna
signod an act of surrertder, which acknowleclged tlre authority of i lre Government
of Pananra provided tlrey would protect and respect Tule traditions. Also the
Panamanlan governmertt was allowed to install state schools in all the islands.
ln 1930, Panama's Nat ional  Assernbly approved the part ia l  autonomy of  San Blas
ând in 1938 i t  recognized an of f ic ia l  Kuna Reserve (Comarca).  In 1945, the Kuna
and Panama's Government drew up a constitution for lhe reserve. which
recognized the region. This was followed irr 1953 by a law which grants the
Comarca administrative and itrridical status. Three Caciques or high chiefs are
the authortties whrle tlre lntelidente, as tfre government's representatives, leaves
the governing decrsions to selni-arrnual  meetrngs of  the General  Congress.
'[he 

Kuna geÇlety

The Kunas, about 50,000, are very f r iendly and good-humoured. - l 'hey 
are saicJ

to be the shortest people in tlre world except ttre pygmies.
Their land is boll i prtvately and ccll lectively owned but both crops and coconut
t lees belong lo indiv iduals I  l re snral lest  v i l lage may have 50 persons and the
largest over 5,000 The Congress or "Onmakket" is the centre of polit ical l i fe and
also resolves dislrutes, problems of ownership and inheritance and exercises
control over econornic and socral l i fe Vil lage authoril ies are the "saila" (chief), the"arka/ ' (chref  s spokesrnan) and the "sual ibet"  (surveyor) .
Women have great importance. own houses and manage the household although
it is not a matriarclral society. Marriage outside the Kuna race is forbidden and tlre
sinners are expellt- 'd. A daugtrter is corrsit jered an economic asset and when a
man marries, he rtloves in wrtlr the blide's family. The puberty ceremony is the
most important in a yourtg girl s l i fe wrth the "saila i leged" rite during which her
hair is cut by the "red", s worlran priest and she receives her Kuna ofl icial name"omegan serkuet"
Music plays a great role in the many r i tuals.  The main instruments are the f lutes
or "kamus" and t l laracas. Tlrere is a var iety of  kamus, each with a di f ferent
sound.
Dances are also .r religrous expressron
animal wor ld and replesent i l re f l rg l r t
animals.

All of t lrern symbolize identity with i lre
of brrds and the movement of jungle
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The Kurras l ive i r r  harnrony wtt l t  t tatrrre in al l  i ts  forns and have becclrne strong
defenders of  the errv i ronrnerr t  Art  r rnportat t t  rnert tber of  ahy v i l lage is t l re
" inaduled",  the botanist  who gathers plants in the lungle and has a special
knowledge of  heahng plants.  

' l t rey 
also use carved wooden f igures,  "nuskana" to

cure i l lness.
They bel ieve in a suprerrre GocJ, the Fountain of  Goodness and the Just Judge
who lives in Heaven but wlrose son cornes down to Earth at intervals to sr.rpervise
matters at  c lose quarters;  Tlrey also beheve in a large number of  spir i ts,  both
good and evi l ,  wlro hve nr i r raccessrble places, invisrble to ordinary mortals and
very dangerous for them to visit
Women wear a "sapuret", a colorful prece of print cloth wrapped around the waist,
and a "mola", a blouse arJornecl on both front and back sides by a handstitched
panel .  A gold nose r ing,  str ings of  gold necklaces, bracelets made of  t iny beads
tight around arms and ankles to keep tfrern sltrn - a sign of beauty - complete their
attire. Every woman usually has a trlack l ine painted from forehead to nose tip
and often red-painted clreeks She wears a red arrd yellow lreaddress ealled
"musue"which she covers her face wrt l r  when she feels shy.  The men's dress is
western-rnfluenced, sometttnes with dark felt hats.
The Kuna's main handicraf t  at t ract ion rs t l re mola,  sewn by women. The mola can
be described as a reverse apll lrque tor whrch they use several layers of colored
cotton fabrics basted togetlrer. T lte Krrna cut through the layers, creatirrg original
designs, neat ly turning t l re edges unrJer and sewing t l tem to lower layers to rnake
vis ib le only the required colors Tl te t lesigrr  and the qual i ty of  i ts  sewing are key
factors in buying a rnola Sorr ie rnolas l rave cortrpl icated geonretr ic designs
simi lar  to the or igrnal  boi ly parnt ing of  past  centur res Most molas,  however,
reflect events in Kuna life and portray anlrnals, brrds, f ish and frogs. Today you
can even find motives frnm rnodern lrfe outside San Blas. The front and back
panels of the molas havc become a popular souvenir of primitive art and most
visitors to San Blas are ternpted to purchase sorne molas. See Appendix
Bibliography for ltterature about molas
Kuna Yala has its own larrguage but rlost of thent also speak Spanish, learned at
school .  See the smal l  Kuna Dictrcnary at  the end of  t t t is  chapter,  i f  you would l ike
to comnrunicate a l i t t le wrt l r  therr t  in t l re i r  own l4r tgt tage.

San Blas Etiquette

The San Blas people are used to sar l rng and l rading vessels v is i t ing t l re i r  is lands
for many years and are rlrrite frrendly towards strangers, providing the strangers
follow the unwritten rules of the terntory
When enter ing a v i l lage strangers s l r t - lu ld f i rst  gcl  to t l re Colrgress l louse and
introduce themselves to l lre "Saila", l lre chref, or lo one of hrs secondary chiefs,
for the traditional approval to vrsrt t lre vrl lage lt is custornary tn grve a srnall gift.
On some islands a Kuna wrll cclrne zrnd present an " officral" request for $5 as a
gifUfee to the village
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The San Blas is larrders l ive arr  idyl l ic  l i fe.  Tlre cnnte ratqis unbel ievably low, due
to religious and traclrt ional beliefs, so there are no jails. Furthermore, the islanders
live so close lo one another ttrat they take a keen interest irt watching everyone
else and their movements about the vrl lage, especially those of the strangers.
However, cJon't give their youngsters a temptation by leaving items like snorkeling
equipment openly on deck .
-l 'here 

are also a few rules of t lre territory to bear in mind:
Never, but NEVEtt, trelp yourself to cocorruts, even tltouglt you may see solne
lying on the grourrd on an rrninlrabrted islarrd. Coconuts are the mainstay of
economic l ife on these islands and ALL of t lrem should be purchased. Stealing a
coconut is considered as bad as stealinq a ltorse in the Old West.
Do not enter a vil lage which tras red flags flyirtg or posted at the dock or you wil l
be subject to a heavy fine. Tlre vil lage is undergoing a traditional ritual, which
nray last several days.
Taking a photo of a Kurra retluires lrer/lr is permission, which usually involves a
small fee. They have a traditionally negative superstit ion about being
photographed, so be discreet wtth yollr carllera.

Entrv orocedures

lf you are coming in frorn a c.ountry irr t lte Caribbean, e.g. Colombia, you wil l
preferably have attained a Zarpe to Colon with "puntas intermedias". In most
vil lages the local police wrll lust check your passport and sometimes boat
registration docunrent and rnake a note of it I l tere is no fee to pay for that .
In Porvenir, however, wlrrclr is an entry point, t lte police may charge you full entry
fee to San Blas of $30. lt has lrappened that they also have gone out to nearby
Chichimé to collet;t fees
Most boats bypass Porvenir and check in first when arriving in Colon.
lf you are coming from Colon you should stop in Porvenir to show your previous
clearance and a <;rew list.

Charts

The San Blas coast'E of 7UW is inadequately clrarled both as to scale and
coverage. The coastl ine E of /{l 09W is taken from a small-scale Spanistt c}rart of
1817. No real  chart  rs avar lable E of  Punta Llrava. However,  in thrs guide you wi l l
f ind updated charllets for the t;oast from Snug l-larbour lo Anaclrucuna, close to
the Colombiarr borrler, wlriclt are basecl on clratl lels in an article by l 'orn Zydler
for Cruising World You may c-rbtarn your own copy of his ctrartlets by sending
$15to :  San B lasCl ra r l le ts ,  Cru is ing  Wor ld ,5  John Cfark  Rd,  Newpor t ,  R l  02840
USA. Also several  rs lands in t l re gul f  of  San Rlas l rave been charted by Capt.  Ki t
S.  Kapp. l l is  three charts,  KSK-6, KSK-7 and KSK-B rnay be avai lable f rom K. S.
Kapp Pubhcations, Box 64, f)sprey, Fl-. 33559, USA
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Charts avarlable in stores toilay are

DMA 26060 sca|e 1.300,000 1)uct to cr istôbal  to cabo l  iburon

DMA 26042 scale 1:48,260 tlahia concepsiÔn to Punta Brava

DMA 26063 scaie t :ag,oqO Punta San Blas to uatr ia concepsion

DMÀ 26065 scale 1.75,000 Cayos Clr ic l r inré1o Purr ta f ] incort

a n d s c a l e l . 3 5 , 0 0 0 A p p r o a c l r t o G o l f o . d e S a n B l a s
D M A 2 6 0 6 6 s c a l e 1 . 7 5 ' 0 0 0 A p p r o a c h t o C r i s t ô b a l
DMA 2606S scale ' l  . 1 5,000 Puet to Cristôbal

Winds : Weather

The whole area is well clear of the usuitl l turricane paths'

prâvailing wind is northerly, which can be fresh durirrg the months of December to

March. During the rainy season, June to November the wind is usually weak'

except during heavy rain squalls, wlticlt can give strong winds for short periods'

Close to the mainland, esfecially durirrg tlre rainy season, the water is murky'

lnside the reef the water is srnootlr but anchorages outside reef areas are mostly

suuiect to swell. Heavy showers can glve wirtd frorn s to sE so sometitnes you

wi, need a second ancrror to avoirr beurg brown agrou.d. Arso during the rriglrt a

common mountain wind frorrl S to SE can justify a secortd ancltor'

The Northers with winds u;l to 40 knclts, wlriclr occlrr frorn october to April in

WestCar ibbean,w i l l r rc l rma| |yno t reac t tSanBlas .
Fog is rare and norrnally of short duratton

ffrË tiOe range is witlr in one foot art<J is of l i tt le corrsit letati<'rtt

GslgIA!-Ad vice artç[,[!Pg

Plan your trip so as to sail after B AM arrd before 4 PM where you pass areas with

coral heads, reefs and shall low spots. lf t lre sun wil l be in your face plan to sail

closer to noon. A pair of polaroid sungrasses wil l rnake it easier to recognize the

dangers.
Do not anchor too close to rnangroves or you wrll l tave a lot of mosquitos to fight'

Malaria should not be present anyrnore in Pananra except nlaybe in jungle areas'

However, there hâve been some cases of diengue fever a.d it is advisable that

you protect yourself from nlosquito bitcs
'g6nô 

somg� gifts (regalos) to glve to the sailas and otlrer Kunas ctgarettes,

coffee, sugar anO poiOered milk are tttost popular, but magazines, fislring 1tooks,

l ipstick, nàtpoti.n and chilc]ren's clotlres/shoes wil l also be welcomed Also bring

smal l  "h"ng" in dol lars.  Kurras wr l l  sel l  you ntolas,  s l re l ls ,  lobsters,  crabs, l rur t  and

bread and seldotn ltavr-' clttr ltge
Be selective about lettrrrg i lre Kunas alroarcJ your yaclrt We have seen boats witlt

50 Kunas aboardl
Do not be irritated to lrave cayLtcos (t:arroes) visit ing you tl l l  the tirne arlcl Kunas

peeping in througll your portlroles. l lrey afe very curious and social Just tell

them politety that you lrke ttr be alone
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Obaldia ,

Chart DMA 26060
Anchorage Posittott
Char t fe t  08o 41 .O '  N / ' l 7o  24 .2 'W GPS

(From Crursing Guicle to the Caribbearr by l ' larUStonr:)
"A miserable anchorage at best, but an rrnavoirlable one because it is an
obligatory port of entry for ttrose who intend to cruise the San Blas en route to
Cristôbal"
After spotting the few roofs camotrflaged among tl ie palms, approach the
anchorage irr range S[: towards the beach S of town in order to avoid the reef
that juts out westerly from tlre offices of t lre Port Captain and the Guardia. Feel
your way in among the sevcral schooner-rigged goletas lhat are usually anchored
in the best spots. Ttre sand-rrrud bottonr at 4 fatlroms provides reasonable
holding, but it is advisable to use two arrchors to reduce tlte risk of dragging on a
short scope in the heavy swclls.
The ideal mooring positron rs closer to tlre beach in 3 fatlrorns, just S of t lre town-
creek mouth, where tlre rri l l  is less. 

' l  
he cove appears wide open,but is used

throughout the winter by the local coasters, whiclr rnust come lrere for clearance"
The winter rollers are tremendous and would make anchoring irnpossible, except
for the fact that the winrl is l lenerally l igttt in t lte roadstead.
Put up your Q and Panamarrian courtesy flags and wait to be boarded by the port
officials - but don't expect arry actron on SuncJays or holidays. Obtain if yclu can a
stamped endorsement c;f yorrr zarpe siqnifying approval of erttry into tlre Reputrl ic
of Panama, thereby postporring tlre forrrtality of a cruisirtg trrermit unti l you reaclr
Cristôbal/Clolon "

(From Publ.  148 Sai l r r tg Direct iot ts)
"Puerlo Obaldia, a small c()ve irt whiclr there is a vil lage, l ies about 4 miles W of
Cabo Tiburon. The intervcrring coast rs rather steep{o and rocky witlr steep
heavi ly wooded l r i l ls  r isrr tg rnlarrr l  A prorninent rock l ies about 1 mi le N of  the E
entrance poirrt to the cove." I
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Puerto Perme/Anach ucutta Vi l la ge

Chartlet nr. 1
Anchorage positiort
Chartlet 08" 43 5' N/ 0 / lo 33 0' W(il)S

May - Novernber, trt l iglrt wittt ls possiblo to arrchor off small beach at NE corner of
Anacltucuna Vtllage.
Complete protectiort itt stnall bay of Puerto Pernte. Approach at 27O deg, on
rusted rernailrs of a dot;k. Favor tlre S side on errtering.
Anchor in lhe rrtidtl le irr 35 feet. Shallow reefs fringe tlre, eclges of lhis basin
Larger yachts rnay necd olre an<;l 'ror to N and another anchor to S to l imit
swinging radius.
Gnats a pest on wirrdless nights.
Another ancltorage in open bight to the south of vil lage. Approach wilh caution,
many reefs.
Anachucuna is beautiful witlr a rain forest full of wikil i fe.
December - Januaty wlten itt season of northerlies, don't anchor unless familiar
with area.

Carreto

Chartlet nr. 1
Anchorage positiorr
Char t le t  0Bo 47 .0 '  N /  07 lo  34  5 'W GPS

On leaving Puerto f 'errtre give a wrde berth to slroals close to the norlh.
From Kwipkan sukurr Mtrru orr to Punta Carreto tlte water is deep.
Caneto Bay is deep, terrds to be rolly.
Comfortable anchorage off small beach in NW comer, where lhere is good
holding in sand and silt rrr 3 fathoms 100 yards fronr shore.
Vil lage is busy and large
River is full of bathing arrd laundering Kunad.
Get approval from ttre Saila before visit ing vil lage, river and the cemetery.
Cemetery betrind alrd atrove vil lage lras speclactular view of coasl.
Beach invites beaclrcolrrt l ing
Depending on season (winter?) strong winds can make anclrorage worse lhan
uncomfortable.

In 1510 Nufres de lJal t roa l tere befr iended t l re l r rd ian c l r ief  Carreta ancJ took his
daughter for a wrfe.
Looking SW frorn l lte irrtchoratge you wrll observe a low secliorr of l l te Darien
mountain rar lge I l r rs ts Carreto Pass wlr ic l t  L la lboa l raversed on l r rs rrrelnorable
expedition to discover tlre Pacrfic Ot;ean irr 1 51 3
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Caledonia/Suletupu ( lsla t le Oro)

Chartlet nr. 3
Anchorage position
Chart le t  0Bo 53.5 '  N /  077o ,11.5 '  W GT)S

From Escosés it is a straigtrtforward satl in deep water to ttre vil lage of Caledonia.
To the west of the large islan<J of Suletupu (lsla de Oro) there is a maze of
mangrove islands with a good anchorage indicated on the chartlet. lt is too deep
to anchor off tlte pier in Oaledolria; however, there is alr 18-foot patch west-
northwest of the dock witlr good holding bottom. Off the, northwest t ip of the
vil lage there is an extensive area between eight and six feet deep.

One yacht paid $5 for perrnrssion to enter rivers and $5 for a boy to watch boats.
Napakanti river is very interestinç; - t lre favorite - need to get "blessing" from the
Saila.
Aglatomate river about I nrle to tlre SE has clearer water but quickly shoals.
Caledonia vil lage is very frrerrdly.
Few molas for sale.
One boat called on "hot seat" for not paying to visit r ivers.
Minor thievery here - even with fee to watch boats.'I-raditional 

Kuna cemetery arcross the vrl lage on the rnainlarrd.

Mula Tupu

Chartlet nr 3
Anchorage positron
Char t le t  0Bo 57 .0 '  N  /  0 /7o  45 .0 'W G P S

When leaving Caledonia keep the edge of shallow water close to starboard. lt is
then easy to stay rn 20 or more feet until reaching the bar of 11 feet between
Aspantupu and Nianeka. l lre villages of Kuba and l'wuala farther north are small,
crowded and rather unattrat;tive. Frortr abeam qf Soskantupu Murru a yacht must
keep an alert watch for several coral patches. The water here is rrone too clear
and a good lookout is essential. Tlte two reefs just nortlr of Mula Tupu are, on the
other hand, very shallow arttJ relatively easy lo spot By going between thern it is
easy to reach the anchorage off tlre towrr docks.
Mula Tupu is a very larq;e arril crowded (about 3000 people) village.
Friendly with multitudes of clrildrerr.
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Puerto Escosés

Chartlet nr. 2
AnchoraEe Posittotr
Chart le t  O8o 50.0 '  N /  077 '  38 '5 '  W Gf)S

It is vital to locate Roca Escosés, a tiny 3 foot trigh rock usually encircled by

breaking water. After passing it orr eit lrer sicie, course to sE leads into a

i""ronJUte quiet anchorarge iir + fattroms deep SE of Fort Andrews and off a

g-up of huts called Sukuriya. lt is a temporary tronte for the commuters from the

iirrrdu of Mula Tupu who come here to work farms. Foreigners need permission

tronitne Saila of Mula Tupu to spencl more than one night ttere'

In the Kuna Vil lage of Sukunya remnants trave been found of the moat built by

scottish colonials in 1699 under tlre direction of wil l iarn Patterson, f inancial

wizard and cofounder of tlre Bank of England. I lre scots started to build a fort

and housing i lr 1680, after t lrey ltatl beelt received by Arrdles, a Kuna cttief'

Shortly after that the bp;irriards iried to defend wlrat t lrey believed was their land

but were defeated by the Scots, comtnanded by Captain Montgomery'

However, after nrne rnontlts ttre scots sailed back to Europe- tsad organization,

tropical diseases ancJ no support fronr Englancj had discouraged all of them'

But memories of t lte warm welcotne of the Kurta and the victory over tlte

spaniards made thern come back in 169g to find everyilr ing invaded by tl ie

jungle. Ihe spaniards lracl now got reinforcemettts from Peru and Ecuador lo

throw ilrem out. Aftcr i lrc i lr irt l  atternpt they succeeded. l lr 1700 peace was

signed and the spania(ls took over Fort Andres witlr all i ts weaponry' The

SËottish expeditior was uver and ha6 cost almost 2000 lives



27
ls la de Pir tos (Tupatk)

Chartlet nr. 3 and 4 Chatl DMA 26060
Anchorage postttolr.
Chart let  09o 00.2'  N /  07 /o 45.8 '  W GPS 09o 00.0'  N I  O77" 45 6 '  W

One of the best landfalls on the coast. The island resembles a whale when
approaching from the E. 

" lupak 
in Kurra rneans whale.

Approach the island from SE and corne in on point Manimulu, the low SW point of
Tupak. HarUStone warns for a subnrerged rock, difficult to detect, Tz-mile S of tlre
SE point.
A peaceful  and enchant i r rg anchorage in the bay just  NW of Manimulu,  a smal l
.settlement of huts just insrde the porrrt. Anchor in 10 feet in sand and grass.
Visr t  the Sai la in Tupak vr l lage, one nt i le to t l re nor1h.
Very friendly people trere
Tupak has a store wrth sofne basic food. Cold beer available.
Bread can be bought in st,rrne lrouses.
Nice molas, ask for F lorerrtina
l{oratio Martinez, who speaks Englislr, can take you on a tour around the island
About 3 hours nice walk wrth rnany clrrldren in cornpany.
Cesar Jones, chref of polrce, wil l check your passport and his young, lovely wife
Lea, who speaks Spanis l r ,  wi l l  sel l  you molas also.

An 11 foot deep channel between the reefs to the north allows an easy exit. l 'he
reef that extends fronr lsla Pinos is very shallow and easily discernible. We sailed
out at about a distarrce of 50 yards from it and read 11 feet .

This anchorage was use<l by Sir Francis Drake, in 1572, when lre lay here to
stage his surprise attack on the Spanish gold port of Nombre de Dios. He called
the anchorage "Port Plertt ie" artd noted that it was a fine watering place with an
abundance of pines for rttaking ship repairs. Later, privateers Basil Ringnose and
John Esquemel ing wrote rrr  their  lourrrals that  the best landfal l  when sai l ing for  the
coast of  Dar ier t  was lo s i t l l r t  t l re ls le of  Pirrqs and l ie i r r  peaceful  l raven there

i :
l :
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Ustupu ,

Chartlet nr. (4 and) 5 Chart DMA 26060
Anchorage position
Chart fet  09o 07 4'  N 1077" 55 s '  W GPS 09o 07 8'  N /  O77o 55.7'W

After passing into deep water from lsla Pinos, the ror:te leads in safe depths all

the way to làla Mosquito lsla c1e Pajaros to the north is a good landmark and

incidentally a very goocl clving spot irt caltn montlrs. Closer to the west are the

shoals of Akwasuit, nearly always breaking Farther orr the mainland one can see
two vil lages fronted by reefs. Mansukum even has a dock.for the trading boats,

but the approaclr betwcen the reefs is quile daunting and the vil lages

unattractive.
Soon after passirrg Napakanti MurrLr, northbound yactrts wilt see breakers on

several extensive areas c,rf shoals. Leaving tltem all well to starboard wil l shape
the course in deep water close to lsla Mosquito. From there, one can head for the

vil lage of Ustupr"r takirrg çrre to pass a safe distartce to tlte norttt of lhe breakers

of Ukup Sibu. The depths wil l vary lretween 40 artd 25 feet from thal point on;
steer for the prontinent white steepled clturch. We anchored off the dock irt

Ustupu in 15 feet of  water Good holding in mud.

Very f r iendly v i l lage, 3000 rr t l rabrtants ( lots of  c l t i ldrert)
2 airstrips, small hosprtal, clrurch, sclrool, small 1ewelry
Stores with frestr bread arrtl basrc foocl, alscl servirtg ir lexpensive luttch
Good water frorn prpe lrortt mairl land. [ i i tte tnolas
Two tnteresting rivers to explore by drrrghy
Met 2 young men that hacl  beerr  vrs i t r r ig Scandinavia i r l  a dance troop!
3 gir ls col lected $5 as cotr l t ibut iot t .  t
Friendly poltce cfrecked pirssports attd boat papers. No fee \

The Colombian arrd Kuna traciurg boats use the route inside Ustupu Murru,  but
the t rack to the nor l f re; lst ,  t l rat  1ot f rs t l re rnain route to t l re r tor t l twest is

recoû'tmended. r
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3 1
Achutupu/Marrtitttpu

Chartlet nr. 6 Chart DMA 26060
Anchorage position
Chart let  09" 11.7 '  N I  O77o 59.8'  W GPS

Éroceeding northwest from Ustupu the cleep channel north of Mamitupu becomes
narrglver. Sailing fa.qt-in high ïyellconditions with booming breakers to starboard
and [ireàking,Q@!5 to port îakes the blood flow considerably fa"ster. On
reaching the point just north of Aclrutupu, it is necessary to make a turn to 235
degr. and follow this very deep channel into sheltered waterç.
See chartlet nr. 6 for GPS positions of tuming points A and B.
Skirting the shoals extending from the west tip of Achutupu, it is possible to arrive
at the anchorage off the town dock or to turn south earlier and anchor between
two reefs; two anclrors are recommended to limit swinging. The waters here are
again pretty opaque but the 

k:"t 
the reefs stand out in good liglrt

Achutupu is a very clean, traditiorral vil lage wittr a lot of canoe building in
progress. The drinking water supply is quite distant and the women here have
become expert sailors ur their daily trips to the river. From Achutupu it is an easy
dinghy ride by the inner route to Mamitupu. In a very l ight and moderate sea a
yacht can sail this way too. Mamitupu is named En Cuero (bare skinned) among
the traders as it reputedly was the last village to adopt full clothing.

Lots of molas, boys in cayucos visit.

Mbpatr

Two diesel cans stolen off ttte deck.
Very aggresive women ashore
Policeman here wamed a boat that
to stop them.
Traded sheets and towels for lower

the boys steal and bang boats - no real way

pricecl n;olas.

{

7
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3 3

ls land ia  /  A i l igar td i

Chartlet nr. 7 and DMA 26060

Anchorage Position lslar rdia:
C h a r i l e t ô g o  r 3 . 5 ' N  /  O i u " 0 1 . 1 ' W  G P S  0 9 ' 1 3 . 5 ' N  / 0 7 8 0 0 0  6 ' W

Anchorage Position Ail igandt:
Char t le t  09o 13 .6 '  N  /  07u"  01 .9 '  W GPS

The route from Achutul,,u to lslandia and Ail igandi is completely sheltered by

reefs. Weaving tfte way among coral heads requires unflagging attention, but it is

only a couple of mrles to lslarrdia. You must navigate by eyesigltt all the way

from Achutupu to Punta urava. I-here are numerous uncharted reefs in this area

so pick your way betweerr the reefs

ls landia is an idyl l ic  spot at  t l t ree snral l  is lets,  now al l  uninhabi ted.
Said to Save been tlre lrolne to Jrrltnny Golf, WWll pilot, worked for Al Capone.

Moved 1994, at  age 92 ,  to Ai l tgan<i i .
Wtren windy it is ratlrer rolly in spite of outer reefs
Many cayucos with rnola sell i lrg wolnen visited us.

A mile farther on is Ailrgandi. Tlris vil lage boasts a good clinic witlt a large

generator to run all the rnecJical equipment. Despite this apparent modernity, l i fe -

size wooden statues, or urcl 'rus, carved for protection against plagues can be

seen propped agairrst t lre huts ltere and there.

Can dinghy to t l r is  vr l lagc f rorn ls lat tdta.
Chief ashore, wlto charges $5.
Good molas ltere - tlargatn
Traditional vil lage, friendlY
Small hotel/restaurant, L a Paltnera,
Several stores with hmrted sttpplies
Landing strip. r
Interesting visits to lrbrary and "Casa Cultura" (a srnall rnuseum)
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Mono Vi l lage (San lgrraclo c le Ttrpi le)

Chartlet nr. B DMA 26042
Anchorage Positiott:
Chart let  09o 14.7'  N /  0780 O2.4'W GPS

From Punta Brava a straightforward channel leads inside lhe outer - breaking
shoals unti l arrrval in tlre lee clf Accuasir. Of the two routes shown, the northerly is

less complicated. The islarrd Suledup has 5 Palmtrees, and thus is easy to
identify.
The southerly course leads one sooner into smootlr water, although it involves

dodging numerous reefs. Markers point out the edges of some of them, but
plastic containers on strcks do not tnake very durable aids to navigation.
The anchorage off the vil lage of TLrpile is very deep. Depths just over 30 feet can

be found close to the southwest cot ner of t lte vil lage

It  is  advisable to avord invi t ing people aboard l tere as t l rey terrd to v is i t  in

overwhelming rrunrbers. We counted 50 persons aboard during one stay here.

on new charts Mono Vr l lage is narrred san lgnaclo de l  upi le
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Playon Clr ico /  Snrrg l labottr

Chartfet nr. I and DMA ?6042
Anchorage Position
Pfayon Ch ico  09o 18 .6 '  N  l07B"  14  4 'W GPS
Snug Harbour  09o 19 .1 '  N  l78"  14 .6 '  W GPS

From Tupile to Playon Chico it is possible to take the inner route. Good light is

essential to see the nunrerous shoals at the eastern approaches to Playon Chico.

In a strong wind and swell it rs safer to sail outside as shown; on the otlrer hand,

while heading east frorrl Playon Chico tlre breaking shqals are highly visible.

Once inside Cayos Catreza tlrere are many possible anchorages. Our favorite is

on the south of Apaitutr. Enter from the soutlt between a reef connected to a

small coconut island and a reef runnitrg west.

Reports from otlter tloats.

Playon Chico:
One writer followed cayuco around Nortlr and East side of island to ancllorage at

end of airstriP soutlr of vrl lage
Pesky boys who wil l not leave
$5 wanted for arrctrorage and protection. After dtscttssiort and pack of ctgarettes,
fee waived
Few and poor molas
Things found misst t rg f torn boats
Many people requestirrg gifts arrd nloney - frustrating - writer would not stop

again.
Not much in the towtt
Jeweler, that makes fine lewelry, supposed to be there

Snug Harbour:
Watch for SE wrnds at tttght
First marked anchorage from tlre east - deép
Mosquitos?
Anchor in 28 - 36 feet
Take care when entering - reefs not where cltartecl
One waming not to leave boat trnattended
Village may requtre yotr to PaY $5
Good deep water along rnainland, t lttt nrattttain lookout,
now.
One boat anchored betweert two slnall islets about a
anchor in.  Peaceful  wrt l r  1 to 2 vtst tots.
Playon Chico about one rttt le east

for shoals may be larger

mile away - 40 feet to



\Â/hen coming frorn SE watctt out for the the large shoals 1.5 miles NNW of
culebra Rock, wlrich rs Nor IND]CATED oN oLD CHARTS. The new chart
{rourT"Ûle.sh@ls as reef areas arrd culebra Rock is now named cayo
Agua(fiic-hi,
Devil Cays (Cayos Diablo on new charts) anchorage on the s side of the
group can be entered from llre E and exited to the W.

Tiger lsland's "18 ft cttannel" can also be entered from the E and carries deep
water close to the S siiie of the village.

The best anchorage seems to be <lff the westernmost house on the island in
12 feet of water or off t l te airporl 's wirrdsock. 

'Iwo 
arrchors are recofnrnencJed

as often the wrnd cornes off t lre mountains at niglrt and the yacht can swing
ashore.

Very populated, clean and rreat vil lage
Plenty of molas, also beadworks fclr sale.
Jeweler clernensis Alvarado makes Kuna breastplates and earrings
Limited supplies irr small store.
Medical clinic, chulclr and sclrools
Landing strip with daily f l ights to Panarna City

38
Tiger ls land

Chart DMA 26042,26063
Anchorage posil ion: ()U 26 2 N / /{} 31 / W Gl rs  09  25 .9  N I  O78 31  4  VU

l r c  F n ,t s L n,/v,D

-)

)

- r'l ^/-rr-'r-- .
t 't- r-)

t - -t(' --. (.-.\=--- \=Nr'q --:-

N
4\

I
I
I
I
I
I

I
I

I
I
I
I

I
I

I

t r

! -

-- (. ' '\.1.,4 uî r cnt / ' t / L  c - s



40
Green ls larrd ,

Chart DMA 26063
Anchorage posi t ion:  09o 28.9'  N /  078" 38.3 '  W

Peaceful, well protected anchorage just S of t lre E point of Green lsland in 30 feet
in sand. Good holding.

Enter the anchorage frorn SW between easily seen reefs. Tlre chart is not very
accurate here so see sketclr below.

Fine snorkeling at small island (Pelicarr island) half a mile S and at reef at W end.
Nice walk around island
A few visits by cayucos.
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Rio Diablo Vi l lage (Nargar lâ al ld Corazôtr  de Jesùs)

Chart DMA 26063
Anhorage position: 09 26.5 N / 78 35 3 W GPS Sante

A large Panamanian-styled vil lage on two islands connected with a wooden
bridge. The northern is CorazÔn rJe Jesus and tlre souttiern Narganâ.

Best anchorage S of Narganâ in 12 feet in mr"rd. Enter from W and hold out from

the reef extending SW more than obvious from the chart.
Also possible to anchor between the islands. Enter then from N. FolJty the
channel close to the E si<Je of t lre vil lage and ancltor in 25 feet due E of the

bridge.
Both places have good ltolding artd no swell

Electricity in vil lage
Pol ice stat ion at  SW c(rrner c l f  Nargarrà,  wlrete yat ; l t ts are supposed to pay t l te i t
respect.
Two landing str ips.  One at  t t re pol ice stat ion and arrot l ter  at  is land just  E,  wl t ic l t

has dai ly commercial  atr  setv ice to Pat iarna City ' r ,

Sevéiàl 
-stores 

with l imrted strprl l l tes
Possible to buy cases of beer
Church and gymrtasiunr
Verv few tnolas
Possi6le tg.JilJ up with watel at sprgots - ttottttttal {ee 5 certts per Jug rr"it"t

Some reports of theft ç.ii
Nice dinghy trip i lF-îfre Drablo river, wlrere you can bathe and do laundry where

the river shallows up. Shallow bars at t lre delta rrtay nËk"e it necessary to ask for

correct routing
Cayucos from Azucar Vil lage 2.5 NM WSW sell fruits and vegetables.

ln 1g20, Anna Coope, using fiery evarrgelistic tactics, was the first missionary to
force the Bible upon tlr is cornrrrtrnity So gtg! was lter zeal t ltat slte brougltt
about insurrections among lhe vil lagets wtto ohler:ted to lrer teachtng suclt rrew,

non- lndian phi losoplry to their  iml l resstortable chi ldret t .
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Mang les  char t r re l  i s la r rds  ,

Chart DMA 26063
Anchorage posrtron 09o 28 0' N / OTBo 42 4' W

Nice intermediate quret anctrorage - no vrl lage
Anchorage is on E side of channel behind a lorrg, low unnamed island in 2O -
30 feet in sand
Fishermen come by on daily basis, but are not pushy
Several n)ore good spots to anclror.
Nice lagoon betweert the rnost eastern rslancjs. Enter from,S between reefs
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Ciedras Vi l lage autd at l jacett t  is lar tds

Chart DMA 26063
Anchorage posi t i r i r t  09" 27 1 '  N /  07Bo 50.2'W

Fairly straightforward entrance notrng the reels on the chart. Anchorage is deeper
- 40 feet. We were off the vil lage near the first pier

Ciedras is a typrcal Kuna Vil lage. You wil l be approached quickly by many
câyucos, both patldle and sail. We ltad lro problem when we told the women that
we would come ashore to see their molas. We first looked Up Mr Robinson, who
lives to the right of the first pier. l le gave us a tour of the island and the next day
his son-in-law took us on a tour of their cemetery on the mainland. The vil lage
was once two separate islands so they sti l l  have two separate chiefs, one for
each end. Cold beer, bread and basics available.
Local police wil l ctreck papers.

Raton
ago 27.3'  N /  078" 50.3 ' �  W

A smal ler  v i l lage 1/4 nrr le S of  Ciedr"as.  Unnamed on chart
You can dinghy from Ciedras
Home of male mola nraker Diego Gomez with a not-to-miss fashion show.
Some of the nicest rrtolas ever made but pricely, $200 for the best - said he
worked on thern for a year.Now reported lo be very i l l .

Maqu ina

Due west of Ciedras. Nanred "Vil lage" on clrart
Home of another rrrola rnaker, Verona.
Worth a stop if rnola slropping
Kunas from ltere wil l sornetrtnes row/sail out to Gunboal lsland wil lr very nice
molas.

Gunboat ls lar td
Anchorage posi t ion 09'  29.1 '  N /  07Bo 52.6'  W

Anchorage in 1B feet. lust  Wof is latr td (abor-r t  1/4 rni le)  between reefs in sand and
coral.
Nice breeze, wrnd ch<ltrl brokerr by reef.
Tiny island reefs vrsible on clear day
Strong E currerrt orr way lrere
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Moron ls larrd alrr l  ad; . r t ;et t t  ls lant l

Chart DMA 26063
Anchorage posrtiort 09" 2B B' N / 0 /{J" 49 3' W

Anchor in sand tn 18 feet.
Several families asltore who came out to sell molas

lslands E of Moron Cltannel are unnamed on clrart.
Lovely calm anchorage S of easternntost island.
Sand over coral, take care with setting hook.
Easiest entry from W between the most western æys - 12 foot depths
Good swimming
One family on cay.



lslas Carti

Chart DMA 26065, 26063

A group of 6 istands, all hcavily irrlrabrted witlr wall to wall lruts and MANY

caÀoes. Only Carti I'upil narrred on chad. ,Tlre others are named from N Yan

Tupu, Coiba, Sug Tupu and I umatar Tupu. A bit to tlre east is also Mula Tupu.

lslands are frequently vistted by crtt ise slt lps.

you can anchor just S of Yan Tupu or in area between Yan Tupu and Carti Tupil

in 15-20 feet in sand.
Also possible to anchor i6 the lee of Sug I trpu in about 20 feet

The lee side is also the stde of most of the outhouses so beware the water qualtty

there.
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l s la  Robesol t

Chart DMA 26065

Approach from S ancl anclror just SW off lsla Gertie (Tupsuit Tumad) or just

SW off lsla Elsre (Tupsuit Prpr) trotlr tn a depth clf about 20 feet
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Holandes Cays

Chart DMA 26063 :

A spectacular and large reef with Inany anclrorage possibil i t ies. A very popular
and much frequented reef wrth clear water and good snorkeling and divrrrg areas
Avoid anchoring too close to tlre mangroves because of the no-see-utns

Tia Tupu or Robi lson's is land: .

The island most to SE which also rs inhabited by some families.
Enter from S of Caobos Cay. The reefs on lhe port side are easily to see. Go
between the two srnall rslands on tlle starboard side or round the northernmost of
them.
You can anchor W of Tia Tupu, or go around tlre reef and anchor SW of the
larger island just north of Tia ïupu island. Keep a good look-out for the shallow
reef areas shown on cltart.

Nice walk around t l re larger is land
2 men asked for $5 in anchorage fee
Mr Robinson frequently stays in the north part of Tia Tupu, but l ives in Ciedras
Vi l lage. He is del ig l r t fu l ,  speaks Fngl ish and of fers a lot  of  services.

Caobqç_lQAy

Tlrere is a shallow lagoon (9-30 feet) W of Caotlos Cay, bordere<J to tlre S by a
long reef. You can enter t lte lagoon at t lte south end of Caobos Cay. 1-he channel
holds 30-15 feet ancj is about 50 feet wide
Anchor in the south part  in 15-25 feet in sand.
The current (1-2 knot)  r r r r ts S from t l re reefs.
I t  is  possible to dinghy i r r  the two deep chanrtels (15-20 feet)  running nort l r  a l l  the
way to the outer part of the reef. Good birdwatclring. Quiet and peaceful.

t

Wesllslards

[nter the bay from tlre l j betweerr t lre two rnost westerly islands .
Anchor in 10-15 feet between the visrble reefs comirrg out frorn eaclr. lt is a
narrow shelf, sclon bec<)nrrng lnuclr deeper
Several  Kunas cânrtr  otr t  ur  cayucc)s to sel l  rnolas arrd ask for  g i f ts.

à ô

{ N
lt

I
I
I

'| 
,, ut__ce(

,;

_)

ti.

?4,
:. 1 /

/,o
-(t'

(

s

, t  ( <? '
- - r  o'  ^ â

,t(A/- -
-/- r/ . .ù

t

5
)
t

. t
T J

) '

-i-'

"f"\Li
È-l-^ fç.' -  u z . - - (  

" , , , , 7!at
I

i- i,'

{'fft
I/"i)ÀÊl
'' 

,t J'.

e )

, ^
;rb
z Ç  ô
J ' z  

r ) t a
., *CaarUuof 

d:
ï,jr

l ( ' . \

i - u r > L t ' ë / ) u i  r t  4 t  / 1 t r t



rl
4 7 ,

Cayos Chicl r i r r ré

Chart DMA 26065 arnd 1?6063
Anchorage postt ior t  09u 35.3'  N /  078'  52 9 'W

A spectacular, very bear.rtiful and well protected anchorage between two small
islands.
The prevailing offslrore current flows to the east.
Enter from W at aprox. B0 degrees between the two islands shown on chart.
Reef extending W fronr tlre larger southern island ends in a small islet with 4-5
palm trees. A channel between islet and norlhernnrost island is 25 feet deep.
The lagoon inside, bordered by sancl and reef, is deep (30-00 feet) .
You can anchor in 30 feet between the two small islands. Most protected area is
to the E end in 35-50 feet. 1 * 2 knot current running from the reef.

3 families l ive on tlre islands and they wil l corne out and sell molas, lobsters,
crabs, f ish (even sntokerl) and shells
Cayucos from otlrer islarrds also visit to sell ttrerr nrolas.
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ls la Porverr i r

Chart DMA 26065 arri l 26063
Anchorage posttron 09 33.2 N /  0/B 56 9 W

Porl sf entry for tlre (lonrarca de San Blas (Kurra Yala) and lhe residence of
the intenclente
Cruisïhg vessels, evefr the Kuna coastal carriers, must stop here at any event
to show their previous clearance and a crew list, which is all that is required
when proceeding eastbound fronr Cristôbal/Colôn to the San Blas. floyever
on a westbound passage kom Obaldia most yachts bypass Porvenir en route
to the Canal.
The anchorage just S of the intendente's residence, about 75 yards offshore

' . i n 3 0 f e e t , i s w e l | p r o t e c t e d i n a | | w e a t l r e r a n d P I o - v ! d e ç V e r y g o o d h o | d i n g i n � � � �
| '

of Porvenir, and anctror just clear of the air-strip approach. Marking the S side
of the channel is a conspicuous wrecked barge and Sail Rock appears like a

Landing strip with daily commercial air service to Panama City.
Visited by cruise ships.
The Porvenir Hotel charges $20 for a night.
Porvenir has a swimtntttg beach.

Wichubwala
Within easy dinglry r ide l ia l f  a mi le SW of ls la Porvenir ' .
Good restaurant and lrotel fhe Anais trotel, run by Alberto Gonzales, charges
$55 a nigltt

Nalunqga
Within easy dingtty r ide a quarter rni le fur t l ter  SW.
Has once received a governrnent lourist citatiorr for friendliness to visitors.
Well supplied store. Ntce molas. I

The San Blas hotel  ( l -as Palrneras) has cabaôas for $18 a nigl t t .
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CHAPTER 2

San Blas to Colon

Charts DMA 26065 and 26066

The recommended route frorn San Blas towards Colon is south of Escribanos

Banks. By keeprng about 2 lrrrles {rr;rrr t lte shore you wrll take advantage of ttte

westbound current of 1-2 knots. Closer to the coast there is less current and thus

a preferable routing if you are eastbound. After Porvenir or Chichime there are

no possible anchoràges unti l reaching Nombre de Dios about 35 NM W- The reef

at bajos Escribanos, wlrrch breaks, and the l iglrted buoy ESE of t lre reef are

easily visible. A wreck orr the coast E of Bajos Escribanos (not indicated on new

charts) and lsla Ctrlebra are other easily recognized landmarks.

Between Nombre de Dios and lsla Grande tlre preferred passage is just S of the

haystack-shaped southern Los Mogotes (on old charts named [-os Magotes)- The

water between this island arrd l lre sltallow water/reef S of t lte passage holds

about 1B feet.
In lsla Grande clrannel keep to the cleep center. 

-i lre 
swells in tlte cltannel can be

spectacular and frighterrrng but furttrer in they wil l decrease. Tlre current here

usually runs 1 knot SW.
Depart lsla Grarrde thror.rgh tlte wide cltanttel to the W and sil i l  t l ten close to tlte

shore, where the current is less. The current sets N-NE and is very strong on the

way to portobelo. Outsicle lslas de las Dos l ' lermanos (on old charts narned lslas

Duarte) we have measuled 4 kltotsl
Do not be tempted to sail inside lsla Drake (1trst before Portobelo bay) due to

uncharted corallteatls.
The route from Porktbelo to Colon is straiglrforward. Current is rtotrnally NE.
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Nombre de Di<ls r

Chart DMA 26066
Anchorage posrt i t - r r r  09 36.1 N 1079 27.9 W

Anchor lust  outst tJe the Balrra de l )amas l toads n-t  12 feet sand lust  S of  smal l
Cuil i lsland
Reefs and island give good protection from all <Jirections except W and NW.
Reefs easy to see upon enterrng

Diving on the reefs is interestrng arrcl rewarding
Can be a bit rolly.
Very buggy wittr no-see-ums

There is a deep channel inside the reef between lsla Cuil i and tlre mainland wlrictr
can be entered witlr caution.

To the south l ies the town of Norntrre de Dros, wlrich was founded in 1520 anil
was where the Spanish fleet came once or twice a year to load the gold bullion
from Peru transported frorn Pananra City on a stone-paved trail, known as
Camino Real.  t ly  1550 l ra l f  of  a l l  t rade to Spain was routed through Nombre c1e
Dios.
The town was defended only by a l itt le fort with few cannons and was also
unprotected from stornts thert causecj several slripwrecks of anchored vessels. ln
1596 Sir  Fratrcts Drake bunrt  ar td destroyed Nonrbre de Dios and af terwards the
population was forced to rnove to Portobelo, which was a better deferrded and
saferharbour. 

-lod;iy 
Nrtrnbre de [Jrcls is a forgotten place with clranning hamlets

and an invit ing beach.
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5 1
lsla Grande ,

Chart DMA 26066
Anchorage position og 3i 7 N / 79 34 3 W

Has a powerful lightltouse and may tre approactted at night.
When entering from E tlre preferre<l pass is close to the S side of southenr lslas
Los Mogotes (on old clrarts named Los Magotes de Manzanillo), a renrarkable
hay-stack-shaped r<rk . Deptlr is about 18 feet and shoal areas are easy to see.
Then procd mid-channel between lnainland and lsla Grpnde.

A fovely anchorage in SW corner of island in 12 feet in sand, just off sand beach
with cabafia type hotel. tteefs on botlr sides coming in but are obvious.
Can be slighty rolly.

This anchorage was frequently used by
adverse weather.
Columbus spent terr days here terrding
Bastimentos.

early navigators taking shelter from

his ships, and named the island lsla

It is also possible to anclror on SE side off srnall lowrr - rnight have swell
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5 2
Playa Blalrca

Chart DMA 26066
Anchorage posrt ion:  09o 35.3'  N /  079" 39 3 'W

5 miles NE of Portobello
American Mike Starbuck, SSCA memtrer, lras a house here and welcomes
yachts.
Playa Blanca is just SE of the two small islands. Head into the cove on heading
1 10 towards the red rooferj house and anchor in about 12 feet.
There is a reef coming out from both side of the cove as'you enter.
Chart DMA 26066 sltows deptlrs of 12-15' in the channel between islands and
mainland -one boat strowed 50-70 feet!
Good snorkeling off reefs at entrance to cove.
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Portobelo .

Chart DMA 26066 with insett
Anchorage positiorr 09" 33 ô' N / 079" 4o.0'W

An excellent and well l l lotet;ted ltatbour

Anchor about 100 yards off Fort San Fernando on N side of bay in 25 feel.

You can also anclror near tlre town in 12 feet in mud about 100 yards off the
coast between Fort Gloria and an old irort pier.

Very interesting to see the extensive fort and city ntins and the churctt with the
famous Black Christ statue No shorts permitted in church.
Small and quiet lown with lirnited groceries and produce available.
Public bus to Colon in less lhan an hour.
On Oc{ober 21 the festival of Black Cltrist.

Portobelo has a fantastic past. lt was here the Spanish Plate Fleet for almost
two centures loaded all tlre gold, silver and other treasures from South
America, which had been frrst sailed to Panama City and then transported by
mule train over the isthmus. Every ottter year, a large fair was held, where
Cacao, vicufra wool and quinine were traded for clotlt, rice and furniture tltat
the fleet had brought from t-urope. See Micheneds Caribbean, chapter Vl, The
Buccaneer for more color.

Portobelo has an average yearly rainfall of 24O inches. That is more than any
place on the North Americart continent.
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Colon

Chart DMA 26068

when approaching the breakwater call crrstobal signal on VHF channel 12 or 16

and get approval to pf oceecl to the anclrorage or to Panama Canal Yacht Club

when inside the breâkwarers follow the green buoy l ine east of the main channel

to the yacht anchorage area ("Tlte f: lats") bordered by yellow buoys (anchorage

area F). poor hording'rrr nrud in about 40 feet Make sure your anclror is well setl

ii pro"âuOing to Pan-ar'a Canal Yaclrt Club in the French Canal try to get a guest

slip in front ôf the club tf not available you wil l hgve to anchor bow or stern to at

pier 7. The water is slrallow close to the pier scl if your rudder is deep and/or very

aft lwould suggest that you anchor bow to'

The rate for docks outsrâe tlre club is 35 cents per foot per day (At pier 7 the rate

is 30 cents per foot per day) GootJ water and 110 v Ac included

lf you stay for an exiended iength a long term c1ockage rate is available'

A marine railway for haul-out is available for uP arrd DowN at $75 and $1'50 per

foot per layday Firr-keel boats can not use the ratlway.

Bathroom and laundry facil i t ies available from 0600 to 1800'

There is a nice, sociâf bar open from 1000 to 0200 and a Chinese Restaurant

open 1000 to 2200
Fuel dock and dinghy dock. Telephone for local calls and AT&T USA Direct (dial

109). Fax facil i ty and nrailbox in Club office

Panama Canal Yacht Club has address Box 5041, Cristobal' Republic of

Panama. Tel .  (507) 41 58B2t5BB3 f :ax:  (507) 41 7752

Entry Procedures
lf transiting the Canal see also next chapter "The Pânama Canal"'

An lmmigration Office, open weekdays 0800-1500, is located at the Panama

Yacht Club in a small building to the rigtrt of the dinghy dock' lf you have no Visa

you must visit the lmnrigration Om.u dôwntown. Tlre cost is $10 per passport and

you must purchase a ,éue,,,r. stantp at the Repubtic Bank for t lr is fee' The Visa

is valid for 30 days arri l carr be exlenrJerJ arrotlrer 60 c1ays. See Apperrdix "lf you

stay more than 30 daYs"
Thé Custorns is dowrit6wn. t3ring crew list and exit paper from last port'

A Heallr Inspector wrll visit yor,rr boat ancl ask about pets and food. Cost is $10'

In Colorr  You wi l l  f r r rd
Banks for cash ot l  cret l t t  cards
A Free 7-one with tax-lree ttetns
VERY lirnited boat suSrplies but a DllL offlce for delivery front US

Several  suPerrnatkets
Fax and telePhorres ( lNTEl-)
A lclt of crirne, mostly rnuggtngs Do not walk alorre Do not go to strarlge places.

Do not walk by nrglr t .  [Jse t i  taxt ,  wlr tch ls l l lexpenstvel
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